
Sample Interview  
Questions

Questions an interviewer may ask you, and suggestions for responses!
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{ŀƳǇƭŜ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ
Tell me about yourself.
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴπŜƴŘŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ƻƊŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ άōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜΦέ

•	 YŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ōǊƛŜŦ όƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎύΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ 
experiences

•	 Lǘ ƛǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƎŜǩƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿƘȅ 
ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀƧƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧƻōΣ ŀǎ 
well as any relevant team projects on which you have worked in your classes.

•	 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ όƛŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜύΦ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ όǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ άŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘέ ǘƻ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘΦ

•	 Limit disclosing personal information as this is not pertinent to your ability to perform on the job όŜΦƎΦ 5h bh¢ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ 
your age, marital status, children, health, etc.).

Which college course or courses have you enjoyed the most, and why? The least? Why?
•	 For the courses you like the most, discuss those that allowed you to develop knowledge/skills the employer is seeking 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴΣ ƛŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ hǊΣ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ π ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǝǾŜǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ 
part of a team on a special project.

•	





Describe your leadership style.
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴǎΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜũƻǊǘǎ π ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ƻǊ 
ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƳƻǝǾŀǝƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎκƳƻǝǾŀǝƴƎ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ !b5 ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǘŀǎƪǎ π ōƻǘƘ ŀǊŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǝƭƭ ǾƛŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǳǝŜǎ ŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ 
leadership skills - i.e., you should think of yourself as a leader or your are of responsibility, even if you do now have anyone 
“working under you.”

Describe an accomplishment, and how you achieved it. What does “success” mean to you?
•	 /ƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǩƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƻŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŀƴŎŜ 

ƛƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŀƭΦ tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƻǊ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ 
•	 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ άŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦέ
•	 hwΣ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀƴ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƻǾŜǊŎŀƳŜΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŦƻǊƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ 

of your life, and how you addressed and met that challenge successfully.
•	 !ƭǎƻΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέΗ !ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ 

ǉǳŀƭƛǝŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΗ

Do you work well under pressure?
!ƴǎǿŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜΥ ά¸ŜǎΣ L ǿƻǊƪ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴŜΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǝǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦέ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƻƻΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǝƳŜ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜƭȅΣ ǘƻ ƳǳƭǝǘŀǎƪΣ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǊƛƻǊƛǝȊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǝŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜƭȅ ǇƭŀƴΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǘŀǎƪ ƛƴ ŀ ǝƳŜƭȅ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊƛƻǊƛǝȊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǘŀǎƪǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǳƴŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜΦ

5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǳōƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜΦ
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